Dr. MEGGOTT's 


ERMON 


' Preached before the 


ING d QUEEN. 


\. 


* 


—_ ——_— 


— 


SERMON 


| Preached before the 
King and Queen 


HAMPTON-COURT, 
July 14 168 g. 


By RICHARD MEGGOTT DD. 
Dean of Wincheſter. 


Publiſhed by His Yajeſttes Special Command, 


— 


LOND O N, 
Printed for T ho. Bennet, at the Half-\1con 


in St. Paul's Church-yard, 168g. 


T3 


—— 


A 
dS K MO: 


Before the KING and QUEEN 
at Hampton-Court , July 14®: 168g. 


ROMANS :1:. 5. 


——IWe being many are one Body in Chriſt, and 
every one Members one of another. 


Afantius will have the word Religio to come 
from Religo, which ſignificth to bind ; be- 
cauſe it bindeth and 'uniteth the Hearts of Men 
not only to God. but to one another too. 
This 1s the Effect of it, in ſome degree, in all 
the Religions that arc : cyery one looking upon 
himſelf as having a ſtricter tye on him, towards 


thoſe of the ſame Religion with him , ms - 
ath. 


| "013 
hath to the reſt of Mankind. But the Chriſtian 


| Religion may give peculiar Countenance to ſuch 
a Derivation; the Nature and Principles of it — 
being above any framed and ſuited tor promo. - 


ting 1t. 
So it appeared among its Primitive Profeſſors, cn 
O! the Entire Agrcement! the Tender AﬀeCtion! 
the Cordial Amity which the ſenſe of this begot x 
and cheriſhed inthem towards one another ! Ng | 
humorous Se&s, no angry Factions , no proud 
ccnſorious Schiſms then, to cſtrange, to ſowre, ſn 
to ſeparate them. They all continued with one ac- 


j age . . nay 
cord in Prayers and Supplications, Acts 1. 14.' With , 
one accord in one place , Acts 2. 1. With one accord NW 


in the Temple and breaking Bread, A&ts 2.46. Thus 
It was as long as Sincerity excluded Secular Inte- YN / 
reſts, and the Truths of God were unnungled with Yr." 
the Arts of Men, 

But (alas!) we do not fo often in the Acts of Ny. 
the Apoſtles read of their one accord, as inall Ec- y 
clcfiaſtical Writers ſince, we do of their fierce and 
{ſcandalous Diſcerds. Diſcords about Doftrine, Dif. 
cords about Diſcipline, Diſcords about Ceremonies : 
and where other Countrics and Kingdoms haye H 
had their Thouſands ; we, unhappy we, have had, th 


O that there were no reaſon to add, have, our 
ten Thouſands. All 


Cl 
- All kind of courſes , Chriſtian, and I had like 
to haveſaid, Unchriſtian, have been taken to pur: 
an.cnd to them, - but with fo little effect all, thar 
inſtead of being rooted out by them, they have. 
rather run up to ſeed and multiplied. This were 
cough to diſhearten from attempting any thing 
further 1n 1t, when all that hath been tryed hath 
proved ſo unſucceſsful : But Peoples not doing 
their Duty, 1s no reaſcon why we ſhould ceaſe to 
ll them of 1t ; whether they will hear, or whe- 
ther they will forbear , if we cannot perſwade 
them, however we muſt diſcharge our ſelves : 
and that I think we are very particularly obliged 
ton this JunEture of Time,when Differences can- 
not but prove Fatal, as they are Sinful, 

That which every Man pleadeth for himſelf is 
Conſcience, I am willing to hope it is ſo; for I 
have ſomething to ſay to that, which I am ſure 
muſt be of more force to Unite, than any thing 
that can be alledged 1s to Divide us : And that 1s 
the conſideration of the Sacredneſs and nearneſs of 
our common relation, both to Chriſt, and among 
qur Sclyes. It is as unnatural for Chriſtians to quar- 
rel, as for the Tongue to rail at the Eyc, the 
Hand to ſcratch the Face, one Foot to kick or 
tread upon the other ; for as the Body is one _ 

alt 


[4] I 
hath many Members, ſo we being many are one Body 
in Chriſt, and every one Members one s another,” 
In which Declaration of the Apoſtle, we haye 
two Things obſervable. + 
Firff, The Chriſtian's myſtical Union. All tha 
in cyery place profeſs his Name, how many ſoever 
they be, are parts of Chriſt's Body , being may 
they are one Body in Chriſt. ; | 
Secondly, Their Spiritual Communion reſulting 
from it ; all being one and the fame Corporation 
chey ought to live in mutual Conjunction, Cor. 
reſpondence, and Fellowſhip ; every one as Mem. 
bers one of another. | 
I begin with the firſt of theſe, The Chriſtian 
myſtical Union. That all. that in every place pro 
teis his Name, how many ſocver they be.are Par 
of Chriſt's Body, being many they are one Body in 
Chriſt. | 
As Chriſt hath a Natural Body , that which ws 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgu 


ms +. 41,9, 05:1 


— =" x. 


Py; 0 


mY wn >. = hay 


Mary,crucihed upon the Croſs,and is now aſcendedfÞ 
mto ceaven; fo, he hath a Myſtical one too} . 
and this 1s an Aggregation or Collection of al 


throughout thic face of the Earth, who embraſ 0 

the Faith he hath delivered. As many Officers ani 

Soldiers are but one Army , many Houſes ai 
| | Strect 


F | 5] 
Streets but one City, many Parthes and Countics 
but one Kingdom ; fo as many as profels Chriſtia- 
nity are but one Body in him : ſo they are called 
rl che' Body of Chriſt, Ephcſ, 4. 12. 
© True, we read in the Scriptures of-Churches in 
a the Plural Number : the Churches of Judea, the 
xl Churches of Samaria, the Churches of Aſia, and the 
1} like, ſpeaking as of many : but it is not unworthy 
your obſcrving , that our Sayiour in his Promiſe 
vil hath ic in the Singular, Mat. 16. 18. Upon this 
nll Rock 1 will build my Church, ſpeaking of it as of 
r 
7 


one, And why fo, but to ſhow us, that tho” they 
areſeycral in reſpect of their diſtant ſituation, ſeve- 
ral in reſpe& of their circumſtantial conſtitution 
yetthey are not ſeycral, in reſpect of Chriſt's great 
Intention, or their own ſpecifick Nature , but 
have the ſame dependance upon, and relation to, 
their Head and one another, as Parts have to their 
Whole ; fo that how many ſoever they be nomi- 
nally, they are one really, one Body in Chrift. 
There are Three things that ſpeak, and ought 
to make us ſo. 
* Firſt, One weare in our Original ſacred Defig- 
nation. As Chriftians we are all; Parts of 
one and the fame Building whercot Chriſt Jeſus 1s 
the corner ſtone, 1 Pet.2.6. we arcall Branches of 
| B one 


ſ6] 
one andthe ſame Vine whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the 


root, John 15, 1. we are all Seryants in one and = 
the ſame Houſhold whereof Chriſt Jeſus: is th 


Maſter, Gal. 6. 10. we arc all Sheep of one and l;; 


the ſame Fold whercof Chriſt Jeſus is the Shep 
herd, Heb. 13. 20. we are all Subjc&ts of one and 
the ſame Kingdom whereof Chriſt Jeſus 1s the 
Prince, Iſatah 9. 6. Hence the Apoſtle taketh hy 
topick of Addreſs to the diſſenting Corinthians, 


1 Cor. 1. 10. 1 beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name Wy, 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, that there be no Diviſions among you, &C. by 
the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt? Why, this was 
the Pretence for all their Diviſions and Separations, 
they were the Truths of Chriſt, the Ordinances of iſ 
Chriſt, the Miniſters of Chrift, that they contended 
for :-yes, ſo Men may talk to others, and it may 
be flatter themſelyes ; but there is no Name un» 


der Heaven can be pleaded for quarrels, more nj 


improperly and” indecently among Chriſtians in- 
deed ; for if we are ſuch, as Lines of the ſame 
Circle, whatſoever diſtance there is in the Cir- 


-,cumferen all mect and urite in him, as in. {+ 


our COmmOneconrc: 
Moſes ſeemed to think it enough to make the. 
two Iſraelites that were ſtriving, at. one againz to 
: fay 


EY 
Þ Gy'to them, Sirs, ye are Brethren, Here is that and 
DK agreatdeal more : we are not only of one Family, 
TK but 'one Body ; and if the Spirit which giveth 
Life be in us, we ſhall be fo far any of us from 
ML angry rending our ſelves from the reſt,that it will 
\ not be without feeling real Grief and Pain, when 
any other Parts do. Who can loſe a Limb and 
Woot be affected with it 2 Now all that call upon 
the Name of Jeſus, being our fellow-Members we 
hould be as tender of, and as concerned for them; 


25 not (faith he) Behcaded as John the Baptiſt, 
or fawn aſunder as the Prophet Eſay : no, not a 
one. of him was broken, not a Member ſcycred; 
ſhow the intended and neceſſary adherence and 
munction, that was for eyer to be-preſeryed and 
antained among all his faithful Followers, not 
nly with him, but with one another too. And 
at 1s a firſt thing wherein being many we arc 
onein our Original facred Deſignation, 
Secondly, One we arcin the Fundamentals and 
ſentials of our Profeſſion. It 1s a great Miftake to 
nk that every Ditterence in Religion 1s a diffe- 
t Religion, 1 Cor. 3. 11512. the Apoſtle care- 
o Wy diſtinguiſheth berween the Foundation oy 
E. - B 2 that 


This Myſtery Athanaſius telleth us our Bleſſed than. ve 


Incarnatione 


xd did Figure by the Death he was put to. He ver; v«. 


| [(-8] 
that which 1s Built upon it. Some parts of hf 
Superſtru&ture may be of richer Materials, - Gat 
Silver, Precious Stone : others of baſer and+mud 
flighter, Wood, Hay, Stubble, and yet the Foun 
tion the ſame to both. To ſtrip his meaning fra 
the Metaphor it 1s wrapt in, ſome Churches a 
nore ſound and pure, others more: corrupt a 
ſuperſtitious in their Doctrines : and as 1n.mater, 
Buildings , ſome of the Rooms may be dark 
than others, yet all of them belong to one Houk 
ſo 1s 1t in this Spiritual Building too ; all have'y 
equal light, and yet as St. Paul phraſcth it,Fpi 
20, All built upon the Foundation of the Api 
and- Prophets) Jeſus Obriſt himſelf being the 
corner Stone, in whom. all the Building fitly fra 
together, groweth up an holy Temple to the Lord 
Should we take a ſurvey of the diſtinct Prof 
flons of Chriſtianity, that have any noted. Na 
1a the {cygral Quarters of the World ; as. tho 
the Roman Catholick in the Weſt, of the Athin 
in the South, of the Greeks in the Eaft, of the 
teſlant here in_the North : and laying afid 
thoſe Points. wherein they differ from - one 
ther; gather into.one Body but. thoſe Arti 
whercin they-uniyerſally agrees weſhall find 
in thoſe, Propoſitons fa much Truth 1s contal 


[(-9 ] | 
& 'as being | Þ oyned with a ſincere and Pious Life, the 
ſober and moderate of all Denominations grant 
ſufficient: to Salvation, 
.. :For tho ſome hot heads and narrow. minds of 
all perſwaſtons, lay ſuch ſtreſs upon their particu- 
lar tenents, as to be ready to damn all that come: 
not punctually up to them ; this. excels. of zeal 1s 
only perſonal :- no Church in the World (bate 
that of Rome) 1s ſo uncharitable in her ccnſures. 
So far was the Ancient: Church from ic, tha, all 
the Credendsa ſhe required; of then ſhe admitted fO 
her Communion, for ſome Ages, was only an 
acknowledgment of thcArticles of theCreed we call 
.;the Apoſtles,and. prefled no-more on them : and'tho 
all Churches ſince have added others;ſome more, 
- ſome leſs : 1t appeareth by their not judging ons 
another, about receiving or nat recciving thea, 
this 1s not, ſo: much from any. opinion, theyhayc | 
of the, abſolute neceſſity of holding thoſe Articles, 
as of the abſolute neceſſity. of preſerving peace 
among; their, own members, , who, were, Ike $10 
make diſturbances about them. E 
.- Now fo far Al the Chriſtians that are, Are-a- 
' greed,  eyen they who have ſuper-induced do- 
 rines ſcarce conſiſtent with thele (to ,give them 


'thcir-dueg)-retain theks, and tho we cannot. clear 
: mcm : 


[10] 
them from contradifting themſelves, yet wemuſ 
fromdenying any of theſe principles ; ſo'thatow 
heats about matters of Religion, are ſomerhing 
like our heats about matters of the World; na 
ſo much for the necefſaries of life which we are 
eafly ſupplied with ;- as the unneceſfarics of tancy, 
which our Reaſon telleth us, we may be happy 
enough tho we never hayc. Our' contentions ate 
not about-the great vital truths of Chriſtianity, 


hereunto we have all attained ; but ſome additiv. :a 


nal notions, which, if they ſhould be true, our 
Conſciences tell us, men may be faved, tho they 
don't believe; and that 1s another reſpe& mn 
which being many, we are one ; Oe, in the funda. 
mentals and effentials of our profeſſion. 

Once more One we are 1n ozr only juſtifiable and 
real intereſts. Intereſt 1s the naighty make-bate 
of mankind, more ſucceſsful than whiſpering mn 
ſeparating chief friends. Intereſt is deaf as the 
Adder to the faireſt overtures of Peace, and wall 
carry off the ſtrongeſt obligations to unity, eaſily 
as Sampſon did the Gates of Gazd : Intereſt will 
ſet the Son at variance againſt the Father, and 
the Father againſt the Son; the Mother againſt 
the Daugheer, and the Daughter againſt che Mo- 
ther, 'Bur thcre-is nothing of 'thar-to _— 

an 


| ( 11 } ; 

and-make muſchief heee, For whar is the intere/t 
of any Chriſtian, that is not the intereſt of all2- 
WThe glory of God, the Salyation of our Souls, 
Wc Edification of rhe Church, theſe are all the inte- 
Wells of Chriſtians, conſidered as Chriſtians 3 and 
\Wicke arc common to us all equally, ef 
'F lt is pretended on all fides, that theſe are the 
* Sly chings they aim ar, that it is the conſideration 
f theſe maketh them ſtand. upon their points ſo 
fly, and contend fo carneſtly cach againſt their 
ppolites: but who that reflecteth either upon the 
ters moſt conteſted, or the manner of our 
teſting them, can bring himſelf to credir it 
Ifthis were really fo, that the deſign on all hands 
ec,only, that Religion and Devotion, Vertue and 
bricty might beadyanced,& flouriſh in the world; 
at God might. be more honoured upon carth, 
d ſinners kept from periſhing eyerlaſtingly ; our 
al. doubtleſs, would be hotter againſt yices of 
forts, which . men can help, than errors, which 
may be, they cannot : and where-ever taith 
| good works are maintained and regarded. 1n 

: main, thothere are viſible defects and allays, 
7 would be compaſſionatecly and prudently bore 
i, for the good: that 15 found-in them, 


Th & 10 or ho prous | mon CD ww ai3aqMD ww. 


This 


[12] : 

This was S. Paul's both judgment and pradtice 
in a Caſe, as' obnoxious it may be, as any can he 
inſtanced in. There were a fort of men, whonatÞ] 1 
from any concern for the propagation of the Go-Þþ | 
ſpel,- but ſpite at his reputation among the peo. , 

? 
l 


ple, toleflen and ruine both it and him 3 - ſet wy 

in oppoſition, heading any diſorderly and difcon. if | 
rented meetings. Now, how doth he take it? thoÞ j; 
hehimſelf ſaw well enough through the wretched ; 
defigrs of. the ring-leaders, the vile and ſelfiſh en&fÞ & 
\ they had in it 3; yet inaſmuch as 1t might hay: 
ſome good effects upon -ſeyeral poor creatursÞ} x 
that did not, he is fo far from being diſturbed Þ « 
that he declareth himſelf well pleaſed with it, Phil 
1.15» 16, 17, 18. Some (ſaith he) preach Chril 
even of envy and ſtrife, of contention, not ſincere, 
What then ? notwithſtanding every way, whether 1 
pretence, or in truth, Chriſt is preached, and I ther 
Ho rejoyce, yea and will rejoyce. 

I donot-doubt but they are much in the wron! 
whouſe thus Text as an argument for all forts d 
« Preachers among us now; there 1s not the ſan y 

rcaſon for it where the Goſpel is planted, as wha. b 
It was to be planted, 1n a ſettled Church, asn{ i 
Heathen Country, Yet this /I ſay, if the (fan 
Spirit that dwelt in him, dwell in us 3 wheret 
go 


E883 


"ood that cometh by it, will but preponderate 


the cyil, we ſhall not be otherwiſe affected. 
| It was anotable paſſage of my Lord Bacon, that 
If Divines could but agree upon the -expoſition 


of thoſe two ſayings of our Saviour, he that 35 Wat. 12. 0 
wot with me is againſt me, and he that is not againſt Mark ». 4s 


us is on Our part, 1© might well put an end to all 
the controverſies among Chriſtians : certain it is, 


vl ic ought. For as whatcyer doth more diſhonour 


co Chriſt, than ſeryice, we arc alike concerned 
to depreſs : ſo whatever doth more ſervice to him, 
than diſhonour, we arc alike concerned to pro- 
mote. If we do not, thinking men will be apt 
to conclude, it is nothing bur our different inte- 
reſts as men, 1s at the bottom of it. For that is 
another thing, wherein as Chriſtians being many, 
WC Arc one ; one in our only juſtifiable and real in- 
tereſts, that we ought to look after. 

And this 1s all I ſhall fay to the firſt part of the 
Text, the Chriſtians myſtical union ; thar all that 
n every place profeſs his name, how many ſocyer 
they be, are oze body in Chriſt ! By which we ſee, 
what apprehenſions we ſhould haye of, and what 


KF dchaviour to, all choſe of our Religion, cyentho 


they differ from us. 


C The 


A 


8 Spalat. de Re- 


gpur, L, 7.C. 16, 


[ 14 } | 

The other obſervable I am now to proceed to, 
is the means to remedy the differences then. 
ſelyes ; and that is by maintaining ſuch communi, 
&2 among our ſelves as properly reſulreth from 
this Union, Being one and the ſame corporati 
on, we ought to hve in mutual conjunction, cor: 
reſpondence, and fellowſhip, every one as mem- 
bers one of another. 

This Chriſtians formerly were fo very ſenſible 
of, that they did not think it ſufhcient, that each 
particular Church ſhould be at unity withm « 
ſelf only, but they wiſely contrived that all the 
particulars ſhould fo agree with one another too, 
as to make up one harmonious Catholick ; and 
thus by Eccleſiaſtical Canons they ordained it:Tha 
all Presbyters ſhould give account of the ſtate of 
their ſeveral flocks to their Biſhops, the Biſhops of 
their ſeveral Dioceſles to their actin the 
Metropolitans of their ſeveral Provinces to ther 
Patriarchs, the Patriarchs of all theſe, and o 
themſelves too, to one another. Thus as mud 
as in them lay, they took care; every one for 
all, and all for eyery one, that there might beno 


Schiſm in the body, And however it 1s now dif | 


uſed, and as the preſent ſtate of the World 1s, 
grcat part unpracticable ; yet there'is rhe ſame 


reaſon ['** 


| ts ) 
rerfon for 1t ful, As we ſtand in the ſame rela- 
yon to Chriſt as the Chriſtians of former ages, fo 
we do to one another too; and ought to be as 
follicitous to preſerve 1t. 
Ic is a Duty, the peace and welfare, quict and 
.. | good order, of Maſters and their Families, Mini- 
\Þ cr and their Pariſhes, People and their Neigh- 
bours, Princes and their Subjects, yea, Princes 
| | od Princes, doth very highly depend upon. Few 
4 Þ here can be of ſo little obſervation, as not to be 
: nlible of the inconyeniencics, the fewds, the di- 
+ | fractions, the nuſchiefs, that the rejecting and 
, | condemnung each others communion, hath been 
4 © cither the cauſe, or the occaſion, or at leaſt the 
x | pretence of,” among every one of thee. 
of Sccing then 'ris of ſuch I not only 
of $9 private perſons, but the publick too ſure it 
+} | dchoveth every one in their ſtations, to look that 
jr | one of theſe offences come by them, bur that 
they ſo behave themiſclves towards all in every 
pace, that call upon the name of the Lord Jcſus, 
theirs and ours, as to their fellow members, 
This all will allow a deſirable thing 3 but the 
'reat queſtion 1s, How 1t 1s poſſible? How we 
an; hold communion: with all other Chriſtians ? 
tus is neceſſary to be enquired into, and reolyed 
articularly in theſe caſes, C 2 Firſt, 


7” 55 > I 
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Firſt, in the caſe of that particular Church, 
which each perſon doth regularly belong ty, 
how he is to bchave himſelf as a member 
that 2 

Secondly, in the caſe of other Churches diſtan 
from, and independent on us, how we ſhould be 
have our ſelves as Members of them # 

Thirdly, in the caſe of ſuch Chriſtians, as upon 
diſſatisfaction divide from, and will notjoyn wit 
us, how we ſhould behave our ſclves towatd 
them 2 | 

Theſe comprehending the moſt conſiderabk 
difficulties that can ariſe about this duty, I wll 
ſpeak diſtinctly of them. | 

The firſt caſe tobe reſolved 1s, abbut the par 
ticular Church, which any perſon doth regular) 
belong to, how heis to bchaye himſelf as a men 
ber of thac? That I call every mans part 
cular Church, not which it may be he himk 
doth call fo, but which the lawful Authority c 
the Country where he liveth, hath made h 
This, (1f he may acceprably ſerve God, and 
nally ſave his Soul in) he 1s to joyn himſelf © 
owning the Guides, partaking the Ordinance 


obſcrving the. Conſtitutions of it, or he doth nd 


walk orderly, 


To 


_ wi - 


l 
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7 (17 ] 
Too many well-meaning people among us, arc 
not ſo ſepſible of this as they ought, bur think * tis 
no matter tho' they do not, that tho' they arc 
obliged to hear and pray, and receive; yet they 
haye no more obligation to perform theſe duries 
there, than with any other Aſſembly of Chriſtians, 
that they have as good, or it may be, berter 
opinion of. 
For ſuch to ſay-that they agree vids the Church 
in Dorinals, 1t 15 only upon account of Ceremo- 
nies, that they ſeparate I needs muſt ſay, ſeemeth 
to me ſo far frem excuſing the thing, it really 
maketh i worſe, - For though 1t is our Duty to 
ſeparate from a Church, where ſhe is corrupt in 
her Doctrines, and makewh void the Commandments 
of God by her Traditions : Yet where it is not fo 
much as pretended to be ſo, to do it meerly up- 
onthe ſcore of ceremony, 15 not to be defended. 
For where 2 When could ſuch Perſons haye liv'd : 
In what Place ? In: what Age? In what Eſta- 
blibhed Church that now is > Or heretofore hath 
been > That upon this Principle they muſt not - 
haye divided from? There 1s none but have de- 
termined ſomething or other of this kind. Ir 1s 


q granted, that cvery Chucch in determining- and 


appointing them, ought to haye a carctul, tender, 


» == — = 
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prudent confideration of the temper,the weaknek, 
the circumſtances of them ſhe determineth ang | | 
appointeth thein for, bur if ſhe ſhould have ben || , 
faulty in it, and hath nor ; it 1s a greater fault, I / 
rather to break her peace, than bear with them, | + 

And therefore tho the Recaſants here in England Þf | 
are greater Schiſmaticks than any other Separatift 
among us ; becauſe whereas others for the moſt I y, 
part only forbear communion witty our Church, Þy, 
theſe condetnn the Church it ſelf : yet neither £;, 
can any of thc other that ſeparate well clear them. Ny, 
ſclves from being ſuch ; it being the ſtrict and 70 
proper notion of Schiſm for Perſons cauſcleſly to Bj 
rend themſelves from that particular Church J,,, 
whercof de jure they are Members. 

How they under whoſe Spiritual Conduct ſuch 
Perſons put themſelves , can fatishe thei own 
Minds in entertaining them, I know not: This 1 
am ſure of, it is more than the Pope himſelf an 
| . 4.2.4, ciently would take upon him. It 1s a famous An- 
« 7s i=. {wer which one of them geve to Marcion wheri'\n 
&** 7 7- oppoſition to his own Church he: came to Rome, 


"N 


Rus m]egs os 


7, mis and ſucd to be adnutted into Communion there, By x 
W« 33 #55 that he could not do it, without the conſent of Ghai 
mos, OC. - 1 - $ wo | 
Exiphen, adv, £1S Venerable Farther , between whom and 'him 

Her. Vol. 1. | 0 


0m, 3. Her.42. there Was ONCc Faith, , '} 


The 
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\z»The 1 2th Canon among the Apoſolick, forbid- 

ding under the Penalty of Excommunicartion, the 
receiving any under the Cenſures of their own 
(hurch, without Letters Commendatory, was con- 
firmed by the firſt famous Council of Nice , and C03 5h 
the Biſhop of Rome then thought himſelf no more 
exempted from 1t, than the reſt of his Brethren : 

And tho now for a Jong while by a diſpenſing 

Power they have actcd otherwiſe, 1t is an infolent 
trampling upon that Rule their Predeceflors walked 

by, Now they that do the fame thing , how op- 

roſite ſocyer they may be to the Pope in other 
Matters, in -this his Uſurpation agree with him, 
andcan no more be juſtified in it than hey being 

) more able to ſhow by what Autherity they ds 

eſe things. I night confront fach Perfons Pra- 
tce-with their Judgment, when'mn other Circum- 

fances, but I ſparc them. I will only fay, it is an 

« ro Diſorder, Now God is not the Author of 
onſuſfon, but of Peace, as in all the Churches of the 

nts, And fo much for the firſt caſe, how far 
knftians are to behave themſelves as Members 

f that particular Church they regularly be. 
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he ſecond 18 the caſe of other / Churches di- 
ant from, and independent on us; how we ſhould 
behave 
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behave our ſelves as Members of thet'? St. Pay 
Eph. 4. 4,5, 6. telleth us by what facred Bang 
and Ligaments we are knit and faſtned to all the 
There is (faith he) one Bedy and one Spirit, wn 
Hope of your Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one By. 
tiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above dl 
and through all , and in you all, Theſe are th 
{ame to all of us. And therefore , tho there ht 
much- variety in their Ritzals , in their Diſciplin 
yea, cven Dodtrines of inferiour Nature; eyer 
Church ought mutually to allow and bear tha 
in cach other, without cenſuring or reproachine 
one another concerning them. 
They who were fo ſuperciliouſly Arrogant ast 
condemn all other Churches , that did not in; : 
things exactly chime in with them , ſuch as th þ 
Novatians, Donatiſis, Meletians , Laciferians, (dj * 
the Fathers inveigh againſt as no Chriſtians k » 
their ſo unreaſonable raih uncharitableneſs. 
The Romaniſts at this day do all this, and wf** 
nothing will ſcrye them but the Name of Cat kn 
licks; but furc it is the abſurdeſt one they cou Ip 
have cook upon them. For Catholick is but anfſ;”* 
cher word for Univerſal, but theſe Anathematu ke 
and would extirpate all that ſubmit not to thi , 
particular, who (notwithſtanding all their boafſ- 


( 
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of Univerſality) are in truth the major part of 
Chriſtendom. 

They tell us by their Enuſfaries we may, if we 
will, be reconciled ; they are contented to be at | 
peace with aus. So did * Nahaſh condeſcend to ,' 
the men of Fabeſh Gilead, and vouchſafe to ſfigni- 
fie the ſame thing tro them; and in carneſt, his 
were the civiller, fairer terms of the:two : He 
would haye been contented, if they would have 
"© parted but with one of their Eyes ; but theſe will 
UF not, except we part with both ours, and all our 
other Senſes. 

Chriſtians of old did not deal fo with one ano-,. _. 
ther: Every Church then, did not only think her- ver crate 
klf obliged to a charitable opinion of every other &'# 48; 
halding the head ; but as they had opportunity, 27,41" 
had actual communion with them. St. Chryſoſtom %56%».Chry 
 complaineth of Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, fm." 
* "Ybccauſe when he came to Conſtantinople *, he re- ju15: 4s 
Jn pared not to the congregation after the uſual &7 tim | 
- manner to their Sermons, Prayers and Sacraments. amy 
And Eufebius taketh notice, that Polycarp when 7» 7s 
Yhecame to Rome, tho' there were ſome other mate {341-+146- 
ters beſides the controverſie of Eafter, they dif > 9 # 
kred.in, + communicated with Arnicetus. And it = 
Was the general way when they were inother Coun- 1». E#ſcb.Ec. 
o | D trics.. = : 


| 
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tries, to apply themſclyes to the Churches there 
and joyn in their Worſhip with them. 

Beſides theſe occaſional and accidental, there 
are other Duties this Spiritual Relation obligerh 
us to always. Theſe are to pray one for ang. 
ther, be tender one of another, ſympathize one 
with another, be helpful one to anotier :; [f 
grieved to comfort them, 1f in want to rclieye 
them, if in danger to defend them, 1t perſecuted 
to ſuccour them, as far as 1s in our power. 

I hope Inced not preſs this on any of ours. [f 
we, who by the bleſſing of God have fo lately 
reaped the benefit of theſe Duties from other, 
ſhould be backward upon like occaſion, to exprek 
them towards others, God and Man would re 
proach us for Diſingenuous. When we ſee the 
Members of Chriſt ſo dealt with, as many thow 
ſands have been both in France and Ireland ; ſom 
dangered, as all the Proteſtants in the Neighbour 
Nations at this day are, ſhould we ſhut up out 
bowels of compatlion from them, with what fac 
could we pretend to be of the Body ? If we truly 
are, 1t will be impoſſible to be unconcerncd at 
their troubles and aftlictions ; but we ſhall remen 
ber them that are in Bonds as bound with them, an 
them that ſuſſer adverſity, as we our ſelves being al 
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'how we ſhould behave our ſelves as members of 
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in the body ; be weak when they are weak, and burn 
when they are offended, That 1s the ſecond Caſe, 


the other Churches, diſtant from, and indepen- 
dent on us. | 
There remaineth the third, and that 11s relating 
w ſach Chriſtians as upon diſlatisfaction divide, 
and will not joyn with us, how we ſhould carry 
our ſelves towards them ? And this hath more 
difficuity in 1t, than either of the other ; hard to 
be ſpoken of without extremes or offence ; but 
when there arc ſuch numbers of theſe among us, 
us fit people ſhould know what they ought to do 
In It, , 4 Vide Eu 
It is cnoughto ſtartle a yery confident man to Ec. Hiſt 
hear what the Fathers of the Church have decla- 5 3% wo 
red about this matter. Conſidering the 1ll cttects 571,54 
and conſequences of Schiſm, they haye pronoun- 740 


in Sacrileg 


ced. it as heinous a fin as any whatſoever. © Diony- & perricid 


non fecerat 1 


fixs in his Epiſtle ro Nowatus faith Idolatry 15 not Schſmatie 
it. Optar.l. 


worſe. b Optatusnot Sacriledge or Murther : and yn 56 


nes ex nobts 


«St. Auguſtine upon occaſion of that paſlage out |,;,*"% 
of St. Zohn, they went out from us; but were not of "ix n 


, a non att guo 
vs, declarcth that they who arc gwlty of 1t arc by 
not to. be looked upon as Chriſtians. quod alien 


erant eos & 
declaravit. 


: * Aue de Ba 
D” 2 This 7; 
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This ſurely muſt be underſtood only of ſuch as 
hypocritically and maliciouſly make breaches and 
diſturbances in a Church, to reyenge oradyance 
themſelyes by the ruine of it ; for ſuch 'tis not 
eaſie to find expreſſions that are too ſevere or ag- 
grayating : But God forbid it ſhould be fo with all 
who with-hold or withdraw from communion with 
a Church ; of ſome we mult have compaſſion, ma- 
king a difference. 

There are many (no doubt) who do this in the 
ſimplicity of their hearts, not apprehcnding the 
cyil of it ; for ſuch, as God doth, fo- we ought 
to make allowances: not rigorouſly treating, but 
in meehkneſs inſtrufting them that ſo oppoſe themſelves, 
The Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſuch as did not obey his N 
word, 2 Theſſ. 3. and that not in matters of indif- 
ferent nature, but purely moral : tho he biddeth 
them note that man, and have no company with him, 
that he may be aſhamed ; giveth this caution along 
with it, v. 15: yet count him not as an enemy, but 
admoniſh him as a. Brother. And if that be the rule 
to be obſerved by us towards thoſe that are looſe 
and licentious,doubtleſs itwill hold much ſtronger, 
towards thoſe that are only Weak and Scrupulous: [| 

This 1s the likelieft way to gain them; for look 
as graycly and pretend as highly as they will, 

people 
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xeople will never believe they have any kindneſs for 
heir Souls, whom they find ſhowing ſpight to 
their perſons. 

St. Paul having opened at large the Unity. of 
(riſtians, 1 Cor. 12. and 1n the laſt verſe of that 
Chapter cxhorted them to covet earneſtly the beſt 
ifts that night promote that glorious cnd ; ad- 
&h in the laſt words of 1t, yer ſhow I unto you @ 
mre excellent way. What ? better than the beſt 2 
\ more excellent way than what? ». 25. he telleth 
than Apoſtles, than Prophets, than Teachers, 
han Governments, than Tongues, &c. he would 
hew them a more excellent way for keeping the 
nity of the body, than any, than all of them ; 
ndthat 1s Charity and the grace of Love : which. 
| B:diſcourſeth of, and magnificth throughout the 
h xh Chapter, where he giveth us to underſtand, 
Bit without this, all extraordinary men, all mi- 
5 Ficulous gifts, all abilities to preach, all Eccleſi- 
# Riical power, all prudence in goyernment, ( tho. 
© fifulin themſelves, and much contributing to it 
e ould prove ineffe&tual. But where Charity and. 
 Fove is, there we ſhall agree even when we differ 
id if we are not ſo happy, as 1n nearnels, yet at. 
| | in tenderneſs, we ſhall-be. as members one of 
| | 


Uther, 
Of 
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of the things we haye ſpoken this is the ſur, | 
Thar all that in eyery place call upon the name 

of Chriſt, being but one body in him _zhaving theÞ 

fame relation to him their head, thedame funds Þ 

mentals of their common Faith, the ſame holy end; 

and intereſts to promote : ſhould nor let leſſer 
matters hinder them from living as members one of 
another. | 

Now inaſmuch as to be a Member of the Cz 
tholick, it is neceſſary to be of ſome particulx 

Church ; if he may acceptably ſerve God and 

finally fave his Soul in it, every Perſon ought for F# 

peace and order ſake to live in the Communion 

+ of that Chiftch where the providence of God 

hath plac'd him, and not for every diſlike, de 

fect, or blemiſh to depart from it. | bs 
Nor is 1t enough that wedo this with that fin 

gle Church where we live; but inaſmuch as al F* 

other Chriſtian Churches abroad belong to th: 

ſame Saviour ; tho' they may differ in Ritzals, n 

Diſcipline, yca in ſome Dofrines of inferiour n 

cure from us ; yet we ſhould all mutually own 

and acknowledge every one the other, as far a 

they own and acknowledge Chriſt, | 
And as for thoſe that ſeparate and diyide them-F 


ſclyesz it they do it, not Hypocritically and Mz 
| liciouſ 
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ciouſly, with deſign to deſtroy the Body by tear- 
> it {0 in pieces 3 but in the {implicicy of their 
arts, and real perſwaſion of that 'conſciences : 
wy ie hould not any way-unneceſlarily offend,grievc 
4, ſkrprovoke : but ſhow them as much compaſſion; 
14 Forbcarance and condeſcention, as 1s conſiſtent with 
l. ſ6cfafery and 'welfare of the Body. | 
All I ſhall add is butthis one word relating to 
em we laſt mentioned. And that is, that -tho' 
iſtians ſhould thus behave themſelyes towards 
hoſe that ſo ſeparate and divide from them z yet 
ind aufeleſs ſeparation and diviſion 1s a great offence 
for Wganſt the law of Chriſt. I would not have this ſo 
on (conſtrued, as if ſpoken from an oy repining at the 
1 (indulgence, thatis now granted the ſeveral Dyſlen- 
d $5 among us. For tho when it was an legal 
ſr, the Clergy of this Church withſtood it, with 
("8 hazard of their all ; yetnow it is a legal eaſe, 
| know none of them that are diflatisfied with. it. 
| That which I mention this for, is only to admo- 
a ſuch Perſons, and put them in mind that now 
ny Ricy have Liberty of Conſcience, they, ſhoild/ make 
wn {ſcience of their Liberty, Not preſume and-.cny 
, Fourage themſclves in it, becauſe.the Laws of the 
nd are fo fayourable toinflict no Penalties upon 
mm for it, Theſe do not yodkrrale t9, } Jia 
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the thirig, as if it were no Sinz only forbeg 
Jadge in it, and leave us wholly to.the Lay 
Chriſt, which is immutable and not to þe rept 
Sceing then weare all fo far remitted to thus 
us all make this our Rule : and n the ſeriougy 
{ideration of what this enjoyneth us, all i 
the things that make for peace, and the G 
peace ſball be with us. F. 
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in which the Foundation of Chriſtian Religion is laid 
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Lord Biſhop of Lovdor,in the Council-Chamber at White: 
by the Lords Commiſſioners appointed by His Maje 
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